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Lagos, Nigeria – In the annals of music history, one name stands out as 

a revolutionary force that reshaped the global soundscape, and that 

name is Fela Kuti. Born on October 15, 1938, in Abeokuta, Nigeria, Fela 

Anikulapo Kuti, often referred to simply as Fela, was a musical prodigy 

who left an indelible mark on the world.

Fela Kuti's journey in the music industry was nothing short of 

extraordinary. His music, known as Afrobeat, was a fusion of traditional 

Nigerian rhythms, jazz, highlife, and funk. This genre not only 

entertained but also challenged the socio-political status quo, making 

Fela a cultural and political icon.
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From an early age, Fela showed a passion for music. He studied 

classical music at Trinity College in London but later found his true 

calling when he immersed himself in the vibrant musical culture of 

Nigeria. His mother, Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti, a prominent activist, and 

feminist, and his multi-talented brothers also played a significant role 

in his artistic development.

Fela's rise to stardom was marked by an unapologetic stance against 

corruption, oppression, and injustice. His lyrics were a powerful weapon 

against the Nigerian government and its human rights abuses. He 

openly criticized military regimes, which often led to arrests, beatings, 

and even the destruction of his Kalakuta Republic commune in Lagos. 

Yet, these hardships never silenced his voice.
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The 1970s were a defining period for Fela and Afrobeat. His band, Africa 

'70, released a series of groundbreaking albums like "Zombie" and 

"Sorrow, Tears and Blood." These albums were not just music but 

passionate social commentary. The hit track "Zombie" directly 

challenged the Nigerian military's authoritarian rule, drawing both fans 

and controversy in equal measure.

Fela's music, characterized by complex rhythms, hypnotic grooves, and 

thought-provoking lyrics, captivated audiences worldwide. He 

performed internationally, gaining a devoted following in Europe and 

the United States. His performances were known for their electrifying 

energy and often lasted for hours, earning him the title of "Black 

President."
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MOST NOTABLE MOMENT IN CAREER 

The artist holds in high regard the day he initially entered the recording 

studio to produce his inaugural single in 2003 as the paramount 

memory in his music career. This event signified the commencement of 

an enduring musical odyssey. Furthermore, he takes pride in being 

honoured as the "Recipient of the 2022 Global African Music Awards for 

African Reggae Artist of the Year."

The artist fondly recalls the day he first stepped into the studio to record 

his debut single in 2003 as the most memorable experience in his music 

career. It marked the beginning of a lifelong musical journey. "Recipient 

of the 2022 Global African Music Awards for African Reggae Artist of the 

Year." 
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His influence extended beyond music. Fela's advocacy for Pan-

Africanism and the rights of the oppressed made him a beacon of hope 

for many. His Kalakuta Republic was a commune of musicians, artists, 

and free spirits who sought to live by their own rules, away from the 

confines of societal norms.

Steven's journey is a testament to the power of music, spiritual 

exploration, and the pursuit of truth. While he temporarily stepped away 

from music to share the teachings of 'A Course in Miracles,' it's likely 

that he will return to the stage, especially when Ras Banamungu makes 

his way to America in the near future.

His influence extended beyond music. Fela's advocacy for Pan-

Africanism and the rights of the oppressed made him a beacon of hope 

for many. His Kalakuta Republic was a commune of musicians, artists, 

and free spirits who sought to live by their own rules, away from the 

confines of societal norms.
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Tragically, Fela Kuti passed away on August 2, 1997, but his legacy lives 

on. His music continues to inspire new generations of artists and 

activists. Fela's impact on the world of music and social justice is 

immeasurable, and he remains an enduring symbol of resistance and 

creativity.

As we celebrate Fela Kuti's birthday this month, we are reminded that 

his music and message continue to resonate, reminding us of the 

power of art to challenge authority and create lasting change.
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Fela Kuti's journey in the music industry was a remarkable odyssey that 

transcended borders and left a profound legacy. His Afrobeat genre not 

only provided captivating rhythms but also served as a potent tool for 

social and political commentary.


